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and the Developmcnt

0.J Padel

St Neot, Cornwall

tackled in studying the early development of
mmmdﬁainawcnaininglhemlalionships between three
bo&sofmaialwhidlshamnamuandﬂmmzﬁmthe%lshpocms
associated with Myrddin; second, Geoffrey of Monmouth’s two works,
Historia Regum Britannie and Vita Merlini: and third, the Latin writings
sssociated with St Kentigern of Glasgow, especially legends associatin
i with a wild man, Lailoken. The standard theory, for nearl ﬁﬁg
years has been that of A. O. H. Jarman.! What is of il
X . A is offered here is an

atiempt to solve a difficulty within Jarman’s scheme, i
Gy s wete i wriing his (w0 works,  hat the Welsh
nd of Myrd e hofare (S an Welsh
butions. mmmmmmmmual ot
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"eolfrey o . Moy
h

(lnd
travelled south

0 Wales it ame |
reduired Lajjopgpy m?;: the
was largely eplaceq by M lcrn,a ~
legends would need to haye happen a4 g’c’ddm‘& Th
latest, but in fact Jarmap suggested ,h,f
travelled to Wales ‘during the seventh o ;: h -
Welsh poems reflecting this stage of the lcgcﬁdl: 1Y, g
850 and 1050 2 16 from ., N
Geoffrey of Monmo completed i Histor.
it he adapted the south-western 4,

attached to the figure yet another ;
century Historia Brittonun

om the o
— that of the fathcrlmboyu: |
Ambrosius, which Geoffrey gave as an alternative

Merlin. Most importantly, Geoflrey wrote the set of Lat
prophecies for which Merlin was primarily known in (he \¢ 4

incorporating it into his History.
Abouttmtotwelveyearslater, probably in 1148-51, Geoffrey wy _
another work, Vita Merlini, in which he made use of o . .
i parts of the composite south-Welsh legend of Myndd

.. Parts which he had not known about, or had omitted, in wri
his History,+

accounts satisfactorily for the sharinge
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X, W\
7")3 hg fhc‘u %'0@ nt of pude!
! i S:&\‘b ;ulf R \-h;umll\-[’“‘l’hd in soutl
[ S W}J W AUy gyrddin \\‘ho“‘_‘).‘d»\\i‘l:\[‘r\?'ld ‘lL'L'CPliNl\.'C." Mosl recently.
b epiury £ ; despredt ©
()U( gc‘){u;"# ;"' hll: (heoty has not gdlmjuliﬂl‘fc“‘ origin for the name M yrddin, but
P L i yac has pro g B ater stages Of
500' mb“b} ,%\\..\ Graham % S i ..-ompuuhlc with the later SIAEES n? Jarmans
2 ’ Mg\ hs sugs=st0 . concern here In fact, the hypothesis offered below
- ;n:(“lrc ¢ ¥ " -
which & (o certain doubts which formed the star ting-
o be transferred

| W )
08 'h rslcrncf % heor’ :
. B '3csn|l<-m.'mw:ms\\m\ ‘
7 jscussion, such as how Myrddin came to b .

; was not relocated 1n Wales.

. -
& dss[ P?(,Nq k W s
c' al, hu \'I.‘.. p“nl for l_\.’lﬂ\‘." disc
o, o N r L e wild-man story
ey % .+ (he north, ©F why the Wi man story : ;
’e&nd WY, pespite this general acce ance of, or acquiescence 10 Jarman’s
i ed difficulties remain within it. What is offered
dmly € a lve those difficulties by refining his scheme
g G'»‘o & db&‘hi without radically reshaping it — @ suggestion for consideration, rather
to h: Wag P “‘) Wroge o 3 ﬂunoﬂcwamgarded as demonstrably superior. This new scheme also
his Higy, gy , cotails SO difficulties, and 1 shall specify those which I have noted.
be able to suggest In tum some further refinement, or an

" t;
oy, hf':“ Others may
altogether new theory, in order to resolve them.
Jarman’s scheme arises from Geoflrey’s

. ~Pmbab!
,l. . : -
2 in Wh he :ﬂlﬂ.ﬂ“ The primary difficulty in
Posite e ‘@ml of the composite south-Welsh le ond. How did Geoflrey. i
knmm a;zzg"m kg::; :numgrhishccarlicr hfcﬁsmry. come to omit l'roﬁ: the st:));\v g:i:«::&?:;; ‘Ill‘l
Or hag s trace of the nort n wild-man — precisely he Stk 5
(miy N ioito M 7% sely that a§puxl which was an
which had become thcomosfr:fc::::i,nlecngtc?dv according to: Jarman, bul
ounts satisfactor k’&“‘d of Myrddin, as seen in the survi‘:?pem\.\(’)r the developed el
*X1s; it has actorily e Hiory gives o hint of the northern le b Velah poctcy? Geoffrey's
PALs; it has stood fornex evn though Geoffrey liked alludin e association with Merlin,
ernative. In 1966 his characters.' Jarman g obliquely to legends associated wi
the Rackide o suggested that at this st dwth
the development of My the legend of Myrddin only ‘very va is stage Geoffrey must have
S.made fo them both ¥ daetnowled‘ ged that it was ‘singular’ tharlyh guely and incompletely’, and
ave. x e its content, even though he di e seems to have known so little
some claim to bea®*  Second, s he did know of the link wi e
later sixth century 53 #dwr why did Geoffrey the ¢ link with Carmarthen.”
' her suggesti e D Mot M f recant (as it were), some years later
her suggestion ¥ aspects he had previo ferlin which did incorporate :
s also argued for3™" 106V slory about usly omitted? Geof gxactly those
as aiso ! : .ﬂm'y about his Merli % rey had to acknowledge th:
: his previous work had | erlin strained chronologi e
e work had placed Merlin i ogical credibility, since
2 Merlin in the
ek second half of the fifth

empt to reso

PR e

2 iotstinaGrnsin Mo (London,  1985).
Proffwyd Diwedd _ny&..myﬁumuumddaé
A ﬁ(&%gyxmm
mer 1994), 1-31 (pp. 11~ *Legend
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century (as a contemporary of Vortiger, and 1)
of King Arthur). The new story placeq him in the |, n l'tfnd;ah
battle of Arfderydd having occurreq jj, ST3 g tth g g
Annals, which Geoffrey knew),” bu he g g it et ing
theless the same Merlin. ! C4r thay
Jarman’s explanation (as seen above) was thyy When ¢
his History he hardly knew the legend, ang that in the immom” .
he ‘had gone deeper’ into the subject, and hag discovcr;”f"rg ,A
legend not previously known to him
that he ‘had gone astray’ in earlier ass
Vortigern,”?

lo '& ;
"% )
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\(v \-(\ 0 J padel
ad been added rclmsmctivcl\ to poe
\ wms ol

i
W
[k"' cophecics of later
b&d' K‘a \ which the core was much older.”
g N0 The name of Myrddin ne¥ o appears | -
asa 't 2 "hey have J versall "~ ‘P’pt‘fl_rs in these poems. however. If
My \ e anarly : y been assigned to that character. er. I we
B ferlini The cqu'.u 1 he al which they share \\'nh‘('u. lhc answes
4 ation Das been made since at leas . seoffrey’s Vi
N g ¢ ow) - Moee e at least the fifteenth ¢ s
“’ﬁq% y vaton makes po.\siblc an altert ssar l‘I]w mean it is correct. T }“:Ll;nu y
. % @) \We have already seen A .unc for Jarman’s st s Obser-
. how. in his His 5 18 Stages (2)

\ , qn extraneous clement into the exisrm l‘shr;)ry, Q!Ct)lTrc‘\f had -,m‘t 2) and
mm% \\ e { .thc fatherless boy (;‘ lf ‘)’fddm story by ad: roduced
| fia: PR\! istorid Brittonum. Owing Am rosius) from y 9 "t.xptm;._', the
-PPOsedg“Nb | e clement came 1o be b"nw the wide circulation 0:- (lhc ninth-century
bat J . . it an « ~ e e J
eise . %‘:. m&n:ﬁ P*l}sslblhly for m{;ﬁg;g‘ pat of the Smr;_‘tz:_‘ e History,
) isell: & no > ) olin 16 A
%0: outh-Welsh p::;?g“"g the northern \:35 nosthemn “‘ﬂlcri:litl;:li. AR
t‘snm m“wy. bul by Gcoii- not 'W“h"] \velsh t .n(;an was n\ergcd ““"xcl()l_\_-
T, We Perseag, article will be co rey himself in his Lragiion before ith the

tumﬁln blli( I nccrnCd W“h S . ,lb Vita Me i o " the l“'C“‘H
of el y. It has already consid Merfint: The rest of 1
Mmm:: in 1975 wheth dy been hinted a‘bcgng the implicati he rest of this
nswer i er Geoffrey mi y Bromwi ons of this possi
£ i that two figures of M y might h ich, wh NS POssi-
; : rddi ave bee ho perce AT
o Oims, i One ma i i B bl for o tively asked
Black L actions, in writi consequence of hi onflating the
: Book of (s hensible. Hi ng both the Hi this suggestion i
,mpm S His omissi ¢ History an d ggestion 1
A w* writing the Hi ion of all the Vita, bec
hich they both 1 Myrddi istory mak reference , become
oth 251 yrddin es sen to the 10re COmpr
p BTy would have se, beca ¢ north ompre-
an, primarly et Geoffrey’s igno had no no use at that date mem legend when
ot ) e v e e
: acquainted nvisage that Ge (following Pa n’s suggestion of
south- with B gt rry) i i
h-west Myrddin’ rey, wri : 15 n
est Wales. in’s | ting his Hi o longe
M egcnd n s Htistory 1 ger
; wh yin th
e act atever form i the 1130s,
iis scheme. I action in writi rm it the :
NG In addi n wri n had
,maddmgthcex ting the Vita also mak i
done been _-tl-aneous ()
e previously, ind"."bpmsme story of the R by
. "t his Hi: legend in the ern wild-
tory, by introduci e wayashman’
oducing the th e had
» theme of the

ative SC

s that Geoffrey’s
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g . : wh"l.e
fatherless boy. In the History, he had dedicateq the p,

to Alexander, bishop of Lincoln, the diocese Within wl(l‘ :
at Oxford. He may have been hoping ¢, obmh
advancement, but that did not oceur Bishop Alexan d'j Cee)
and Vita Merlini seems to represent a second atte
he dedicated it to Robert, the new bishop of

Geoffrey was a canon of St George's Church in Oxford, g i o Pt
likely, he would have had particular reason to seek a new apﬁoil: "Oughy
Just this period, since the college of canons was dissolveq i | |4l9u:“.
time he was successful, for in the latter half of 115 pe Withecat
charter as electus sancti Asaphi ‘[bishop]-elect of S ASaph’, and eark
1152, in London, he was ordained priest, and eight days later gope
crated as bishop of St Asaph."
The date of the Vita is thus governed, at the earlier limi, py gg
accession of Robert as bishop of Lincoln in December 11482 i
date is determined by Geoffrey's death in | 1552 Clarke favoured 4 date

nearer to 1148, while acknowledging that it was not
certain® Early evj

Lincoly (e Sy
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we been patural for m
48 he would already
| popular parts of
k for Bishop

would h

tby ¢ seoftrey. It

o )
Y ned _w\‘oml attempt | » b
\' i he theme of Merlin, poth because by 11
5 the most successful anc

was one ¢
¢ omna wor

0%'0 MO‘::“ e k::::\r\;" ;m‘d also because it wats é‘l‘l““l“'"_“ :
W N' h‘ Robert, 1© develop the theme of his Prophecies of Merhn, which had
fua’- Op bih‘ N to Robert’s predecessor, :\Icm_ndcr IIQ\\cwr. he would
19 Neq p }% Wu b have peeded 10 introduce & new element, and in choosing the theme ol
: OFg SN penorthern wild-man he used one which was accessible to him alone. in
rang .. ‘m.\ the Anglo-Norman circles in which he and the Bishop moved, since 1t
%Qﬁ occurred primarily in l.hc \\fclsh poems. (Gerald of Wales stated in the

5d “a the @ n:gsl. zhhm th:';:‘mpuh?c\\ o.l _(hc ‘:(Wthcrl.l Merlin were ;‘mnluhlc only to
°ﬂtb,' in Cafy 2 Welsh-speaki g.n rc\ncc. see | ln}v.) T'he equation of the two figures
T T R cugaested to Geoffrey by the fact that both Myrddin

M ) 155 | -
3’"3 ‘5' % h‘l and the northern wild-man were renowned as prophets in Welsh poetry
TOWaldS the end of the Vita GcO'rmy portru'\rcd Merlin bt‘illg oiited 0'

'J)Ow]ed Uit Wag \
tal Le |
I of B¢ Py his madness by drinking from a heali 1 |
: , ¢ : ing spring (lines 1145-53), and ¢ 2
Sy, ‘er end he made Merlin hand over his gift of prophecy ()o lll\‘:\i :ll ‘lm
Oqu G’oﬁy \ s sister

d‘sull > g
‘,l’ w ‘ » o )- “US (’ ) W l

1 northery by :’:: prophecies to his character — although
‘ita, altboummlﬁh expository industry which was almadf L i i
' 8h that wort g Pm_ll;':?ﬁqf his History. growing up around the carlier
%@poin _ p Mpf:glgp of this scheme for our reading of th
” A _m“&“. man living in lhemau is that lhey would still be .8 e WC!Sh poems
ta seems (o haw bensi  — but he8 Caledonian forest, mad since ;onmmcd with a wild-
R oz ek not called Myrddin. By the ti e ot ArRerydd
contributions Book of Carmarthen (mid- thlme the poems were written
Bl o as b bt i
moan o3 Bave besa availabl; but eve ow), so his merging of
W B ~8Mguon of the poems ba:that need not necessarily
work, and in the Black Book as i changed as a result of
wo'ﬂ that ~trte as it came from th TR
. these poems were ascri e scribe’s pen,
tism is only part of the s bed to Myrddin.
otly Bart of the stony howere. Thero s
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offer a threat to the hypothesis It is
that they cannot be dated very clos
developments at this period has ady
The earliest text which associ
Ymddiddan Myrddin a Thaliesin T
Taliesin’, in the Black Book of Carmarthen o 0 g
concerned with Myrddin in that Manuscript. This poem M:‘)‘mdtf it
problematical, even though it is short and its language fairly
forward. Apart from its mention of Arfderydd, j
relevance for Vita Merlini, since it may have provided
inspiration for that text (see below). Jarman has Very tenidl
suggested dating the poem to the second half of the eleventh Centun
The poem is divided into two halves by a change in subject Matter, yerhal
lense, metre, and orthography, ocecurring at the beginning of Jine 2. be
the use of g single end-rhyme throughout suggests that the poem i
nevertheless a single co

mposition.”” The first half deals with 3 b
between Gwynedd and Dyfed, expressed mainly in the .
(though with present-tense verbs in lines 6-8 and 14, and fulum-lmg_“
line 10); in this section Myrddin seems to speak for Dyfed, as we shoud
€Xpect, and Taliesin for Gw d

n the Nature of We
S

ely, but receny \mrl;
anced oyr

S‘lﬁ:

has gp .a!dd

part of ..

— @ppropriately so, if he already} *)

4 role as court-poet 1o Maelgwn of Gwynedd, as in later legend. =

In the second half of the poem (lines 23-38) the two poets disca }

the battle of Arfd » Mainly in the future tense. It is in this con

Myrddin says: ‘Seith ugein haejon a aethan ygwllon; / yg Cood

Keliton y daruyay' (‘Seven score noblemen went wild (gwyl); in
i of Celyddon perished’) (1

i nes 35-36; the only two past 0%
™ the second g ) These 140 nobles haye e
: Myrddin b generally been assumed

Not a necessary interpreta
i r ( -

b
.......
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% ”) I L3 ( h %\ 0 ] /'.h/:! |
AI Iy "1 'r‘d "%’15 (hatt Myrddin lc;-,.-mlcd as @t l"i'”l&'ll);lnl in the pattle
) t‘ ‘hnu\ | k" < m""" omposition Q oflrey vita. |t has .17"c\‘1“ln\l)‘ been
W [} A 5 '100 rJn TR efor “ coddth " Mmldumn v rmullmncd in the I”"““"”"L’crncd
| arkou @ ' nes |
N % I‘r,." "Illlhn”-:: dcl\dtl." but il we cease o think ol h."" as taking part 10 that |
yith / Faoflrey’s Vitd made him do 50 lhm;ummuly disappears, |
) is shight. He assists in the past- |
|
1

e {
| (& A, UL K
h‘ miy I%“\‘T‘ ";l“k \lnlll(;“ ye
h*l q [alicsin’ propheti€ role in this poent
Welsh battle, using one of his |
un’ ‘it was Maclgwn

A
by M (ense deserPt
have witnessed 1t (‘oed Maelgun @ uel
' line 5); but when (hey come O discuss the future pattle

dominant role, with Taliesin questioning

md‘r 2 b.}"’c We'h !
hy'nc th hgqbq&:’g .d'/\rlkkr)dd. Myrddin takes a
i on f‘ougbo ey &' him about it .Huu.\ 23.24). It is true that Taliesin then shares in the
Dyfw' WM \ gescription of the battle (lines 29 30 and 33-34), but in the final co
o finy {, Myrddin again seems 10 assert hi Sl P oA uplet
M hy & s \is pre-eminence: Can vs mi My
e \ gu)dl];llk‘.\’&lll./hilhaud kyffredin vy darogan’ (‘Sinc l" '“ yrun,
aliesi arogan’ (‘Since 1 am MY i
6.8 '!; fater than Taliesin, my prophecy <hall be widely known’) (li : yrddin,
, Myrddins dominance in this section can be : (lines 37-38)."
n be explained by his particular

b : prophet, since the battle is discussed in future terms.
Jationship between the COH;'chilliOll of

L ~
::gwno[ HM 3:(;, chf additional interest is the re
; poem (1; e _lmpoctsand the extended 4t
n"’"’fm lb(gm &38) 1h‘nh :;lﬁ'“omupia most of the :g:::;sa l:l.';lol? R ‘-'r”""s and Telgesinus
ugein hael, futm‘mk"h "S;Uy 3). A probable connection betwee of Geoffrey's Vita (linc‘e
, a gy . W"d-" In that case, we wi n the two conversations 5
SCOR® N0blenen g vy s inspiration for the other wish to know which rojeiih
L i | Welsh poem is ba - They are on quite diff one served as the
90“ o  differ sioni is battles, and ifferent subiects: ths
35-36; the differ significan the roles of th jects: that of the
: generally ; a, howeve e :
‘b“ 1S NOt @ necessary woe those of their counterparts r, the roles of the { din’s dominance in
i Welsh legend poie' spocializing in prophecy  elsewhere in Welsh i R
R gl Tlgesinus displays sci (lines 310-44, 555-68 poetry, with Merlinus
s shown, for % tology, scientific knowledg 8, and 941- o
| 4 oRy ocxanography, fish, edge — abo 1-75), while
: pre-eminent mle' of and geography. Whes e cosmology, clima
M panied in the Ymddiddan: coffrey’s Me;'lin o8 1t comes to pmphecy.
\ m ot Arthur to the Isla -lﬂﬂ'mwm rresponds to tha .
o of Camblan, Merl Istand of has descri t of
i Merlin of Apples bed how
" describes bric to be nursed followi he accom-
PR Mo, B briefly the present lowing the battle
.‘ state of Britain,
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political and economic (i,
Telgesin urges se

v lin
: nding for Arthur again ﬂ::)u l j’i)h On , ing
o resist the English: but Merlin advige Faing h‘)" "aming oo
knuwlcdgc of the futyre, although pe Offers ¢ ccon;l‘ 3 his G
national Co-Operation 1o expel the English Gines 9";" rfulure‘
tenth-century Armes Prydein. ) a

In this conversation

Merlin 100 displays scientif

only one area, namely birds (lines 1292 3233'6)»-- knoﬁl:(;m,: !

has gained during his life in the forest; ‘i, didici . 9%
us havcllcamlthrough living for mg b,

woods’, line 1300). 1t j

iddan shows no hint of m

: ' i Vita. So it is li
influence, whether from the H‘.’M’_y or the £ the Ymddidia
fTrey’s dialogue in the V‘uawaalnsnuedbym-q . ;
& to borrow the idea of the ¢
* In dating the Ymd;




e Vila
« date ol th
U A . \“h““‘.h the ¢ ! vhl
R 1 I""!””'? m'\".h‘\i for comjpxi
{ ot scien e nu]m.l”‘ S\ (Trey's work
: Jorean 8¢ dier than dates « fearning, Creollrey
e 18-51) 88 no et jemonsir te Taliesind tevelopments
: jsh that GEF7 . for those develol 7 d
ms M We 1enendent date 101 lier than Geoflrey's Via an
R . 1] INGCPRAINE N 1t .
fos A usclul ' although 1t 18 car « with the sugge Lot
pro® rate this poem, ¢ . loes not confhict W \
S battle of \ml:r\"‘i' 22 fin a parti ipant in the battle b
- the it v > - srhin i . {
“\n“.H'v‘-‘\ the ey who first n!.uh Mer [{,:I'l. ni Ih
ey ¥

1
was Geoll ern wild-man ol

1 north

would thus

that 1t ha 11 med "y din
ving lum with the unnam-t this conneetion 15 Cyvfoesi Myrdai
aeTEIne 1o be \»,m\xd(u“' mn i : f Myrddin and 151
v V) pext poem wwaer “The prophecy © s Aberystwyth
" 3 " dd el Chwae g ipls: AbDErystwyll
" Bk i 1"-"""'“-‘;‘4' known from (WO medieval m.u\l:\;' ll S it 4
' % < acking t ) { 4
t 4 ‘&“‘( g 0 N ! Guend®dCs HE T les, MS Peniarth 3.i (¢, 100 :
Q v'" D, N .“‘”Jllll’l»”\ i Yoy . sroest (¢ IJI)(I) Fhis 1ext uneg e
. % W ey N at he Red Book of Herges wenddvdd
fh ) & ranzas) and the > yrthermn legend: Gwenddyds
.u / ’ib‘) e S stanzas! AMyrddin, by name, in the n B A 2
% % RN Bl T him by name (as well as using other tuies), and i
S nily addresses Oy Ik il T
% % %fh l'i::i \ frequenth ”d\'r'k 'O leas Gwendoleu ) gwaetfreu Arderyd, / handwyl
v N W himseil, o 3 = y fdervdd
. %‘\‘ rbt I \\', N \‘:‘\!‘; -l'r\'m\'&‘(;‘\L"“"\l"!“l“ was killed in the blood-flow of At {dervdd
% oW !%"Cl Wy ot “”I.\ : frenzied’), and ‘Cann ethyw uym pwyll gan wyllyon mynyd
3 P4, L' | have been Ire , an J ’ 3
a* = - . -me » mountain’).” |
'&%% “4‘) i “<‘.f (Sipoe my sanity has gone with the \uld. men of the _ no
r Mk "Iof’i'g Ry .\:' .;&r to sustain the hypothesis that Geoflrey was the first to merge the
l.. %&‘d Q‘?q\" Jegends, the whole of the poem would therefore need to be dated lates
Ry ‘2 ST en and to have been influenced by Vita Merlini, This poem
) 8. Y than¢ 1150, ana t
% t&/{ » demonstrate that Vita Merlini had become known in Wales

; fbew o e i g
"N” lbmﬁ‘hﬁ;‘
R ok 1 the i ako provits i
ppument o Tl o g !

and that Geoffrey's identification of Myrddin with the northern wild
man had been adopted into Welsh literary culture, Alternativ ely, if the
poem were definitely earlier than ¢. 1150, it would invalidate the
hypothesis offered here, by showing that Myrddin was identified with the
porthern wild-man before Geoffrey wrote his Vita.

Jarman's comment on the date of the Cyfoesi was that ‘the carliest
portions ... need not be dated later than the nucleus of the Afallennau’
(for him, about the ninth or tenth century), but that it was composite,
and represented ‘a stage in the development ... out of the original
kegend”™ The latter remark was probably prompted by the different

_’:Mﬂrgt'd Haycock, “Taliesin's Questions’, CMCS, 33 (Summer 1997), 19-79 (pp.
71-78).  *Ifor Williams, ‘Y Cyfoesi a'r Afallennau yn Peniarth 3', BBCS, 4
(1927-29), 112-29 (pp. 114-21); The Poetry in the Red Book of Hergest, edited
by J Gwenogvryn Evans (Llanbedrog, 1911), cols 577-83; translation by
Bollard, ‘Myrddin in Early Welsh Tradition’, pp. 30-46. Danicl Huws, Medieval
Welsh Manuscripts (Cardiff, 2000), p. 58, gives the date of Peniarth 3.ii as ‘Sacc
XII-XIV'. YPociry in the Red Book, edited by Evans, cols $77.27-28 and
§78.5-6. ™Welsh Myrddin Poems’, p. 24.
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